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Reading Schedule 
Section I: Introduction-Chapter 9 
(To be discussed October 21st) 

 

Section II: Chapter 10-Chapter 18 
(To be discussed November 18th) 
 
Content warning-Please note, the following pages include mention of sexual violence/assault: 

63-67, 256, 259, 270-272, 276-280 

 
If you or someone you know needs help, please contact Family Services Sexual Assault Center’s 24-

hour, Brown County crisis line at 920.436.8899 or visit their website for additional support. 

 
 

Discussion Questions: 
 

1. Why do you think Hinojosa began her memoir with the event of seeing immigrant children in 

an airport? Was it in interest of linking the present with her past? Was the introduction meant 

to be a message to all immigrant children in our present time? Or do you think it was simply a 

good way to start the memoir? 

2. Throughout section one (chapters 1-9), did you notice instances of micro/macro aggressions? 

If so, what were they? 
3. Hinojosa dedicates her memoir to immigrant children “who grow up in a country that isn’t 

their own.” What does this say about the identity of immigrant children? How might they view 

themselves, and what type of impact do those feelings create regarding their identity?  

4. It seems apparent that Raul was often re-considering his family’s move to the United States. 

Why do you think Raul and Berta’s views on moving/resettlement were different? What does it 
possibly reveal about the emotional conflicts people in Mexico experience in terms of 
immigration? 

5. Why do you think the author wanted to pursue journalism? Who was impacted by her decision 
and how? 

6. The ideology of the American Dream is a theme that is found throughout popular literature. 

How does Hinojosa spin the idea of the American Dream from the perspective of an immigrant 

child? In other words, what does the American Dream mean for immigrant families/children? 

How does it potentially differ from the white narrative of the American Dream? Does it differ at 

all? 

7. Throughout section one (chapters 1-9), did you notice instances of gender-based 

discrimination? If so, when? 

8. In Chapter 11, Hinojosa says, “the news media teaches us to racially profile and target people 
based on national origin. It’s like history just keeps getting repeated because we’ve been 
through this before.” What do you think it will take to ensure “history is not repeated?” 

https://www.familyservicesnew.org/crisis-center/


9. Were there any specific passages that struck you as significant, interesting, disturbing, sad..? 
What was memorable? 

10.  The title of this book is “Once I Was You” at any point, could you relate to Hinojosa’s 

experience or stories? If so, how? 
11. What is the overall message that Hinojosa is conveying through this story? Who is the 

audience she’s writing this for, and why is that important? In other words, what is the point of 

this story? Why should we read it? 

12. If you could ask Hinojosa questions about her experience, what would you want to know? 


